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S*Luxe XVI. 29, 3o, 31. 


Abrabam ſaith unto him, They have Moſes and 
the Prophets ; let them bear them. 

And be ſaid, Nay, father Abraham : but if one 
went unto them from the dead , they will 
r epent . - 6 P 

And he ſaid unto him, If they bear not Moſes 
and the Prophets, neither will they be per- 
ſuaded, though one roſe from the dead. 


HEN I firſt began to Diſcourſe on 
theſe Words; I propoſed to ſpeak to 
V \ theſe three Points. 

I. To ſhew that the preſent Stavding Revelation of 
God's Will, contain'd in the Books of the 0/d and New 
Teſtament, is abundantly ſfficient to perſuade Men to 
Repentance, if they are not unreaſonably blind and 
obſtinare. 9 bave Moſes and the Propbets; (1 add, 
they have alſo Chrift and his Apoſtles;) let them 


hear thems, 


II. To ſhew that having already fuch good Grounds 
of Faith, ſuch full Direttions for Practice, and ſuch 
ſtrong Motives to Repentance, it is an axreaſonable 
Requeſt to defire more. Nay, Father Abrabam, but if 
one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 
And, | | For 
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I!. Laſtly, To ſhew that in caſe God ſhauld con- 
deſcend to gratifie Men in this unreaſonable Deſire, 
(working every Day new Miracles before their Eyes, 
or ſending their deceaſed Friends to them from the 
dead, to aſſure them of a future State, and to 
warn them to prepare for it) 'tis highly probaZ/e that 
very few or none of thoſe who do not believe, and 
are not brought to Repentance, by the Preaching and 
Standing Revelation of the Goſpel, would be perſua- 
ded by this means. If they hear not Moſes and the Pro. 
phets (nor Chriſt and. his Apaſtles) neither will they be 
perſuaded the' one roſe from the dead.. 


The firſt of theſe has been the ſubje&t of ſeveral 
former Diſcourſes ; the ſecond I deſign to ſpeak to at 
'this time 3 viz. - ; 

IT. To ſhew that havingalready ſuch goed Grounds 
of Faith, ſuch full Directions for PraQtice, and 'tuch 
ſtrong Motives to Repentance, as | have ſhewn we 
have, 'in that Standing Revelation of God's Will which 
15 contained in the Zoly Scripture, it is an wnreaſona- 
ble Regueſt to defire more. Nay, Father Abraham, but 
tf one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 

- Andthe Unreaſonableneſs of the Requeſt which the 
Rich Man here makes in the behalf of his Brethren ; 
viz. That God would be pleaſed to ſend one from the 
dead to preach to them; or in general, how «nrea- 
ſonable it is for men now a-days to defire, or /ook for 
more 'means of Converſion, or Motives to Repen- 
tance, .than God has been pleaſed to afford us in the 
Standing Revelation-of the Goſpel, will appear, if we 

conſider theſe following things. ES 
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1. That the Principles of Faith and the Motives 
to'Repentance which we have already, being well 
grounded upon Matters of Fatt, which have been oxce 
already ſufficiently prov'd and atteſted, 'tis altogether 
weedleſs that any freſh or further Pfoof ſhould-be-gi- 
ven of them ; and 'tis what we never think reaſonable 
to deſire in other the like Caſes. | 
That when God requires us to believe or do any 
thing, and ſends a ſpecial Meſſenger to acquaint us 
with his AN ſhould grant to this Meſſenger ſuch 
Teſtimonials, as hre ſufficient to fatisfie reaſonable' Men 
that he is no Impoſtor, but a Teacher ſent from God, 
is-indeed a thing that may _ be expefted. And 
if God ſhould not do thus, we ſhould be excuſable in 
not hearkning to ſuch a Meſſenger, becauſe we could 
not know whether he was a true or a falſe Prophet ; 
and God does not require, neither indeed is it reaſo- 
nable that we ſhould believe every Pretender to Reve- 


lation. And the cleareſt Proof of any Man's being 


ſent from God to teach us any thing, being a Power 
of doing ſuch Miracles and Mighty Works, as are ma- 
nifeſtly above the skill and ſtrength 'of a Man to do, 
it wastherefore- highly requiſite, and what might rea- 
ſonably be look'd tor, that God ſhould grant ſuch a 
Power as this to all choſe whom he has ever inſpired 
with new-Light, and. Commillion'd to make any new 
Revelation'of his Will ro Mankind. And this he has 
always done. 

He gave this Power to Meſes'in a large meaſure, be- 
cauſe the Matters that Men were to truſt him for, 
were many, and very confiderable. 

He gave it alſo to ſome of the ſucceeding Prophets, 


but in a leſs meaſure, becauſe their Buſineſs, for the/ 


moſt 
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molt part, was only to Interpret, or to preſs the Ob- 
ſervation of the Law of Mojes, which had been fufh- 
cieatly prov'd before. 
And he gave it in the largeſt meaſure of all to our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles ; becauſe the Revelation made 
thera was of Traths very myſterious, ſome of them 
above the Reach and Comprehenſion of Humane Rea- 
ſon ; It was alſo 'a Revelation, in a manner wholly 
new, evento the Jews themſelves, and much more to 
the Gentiles, And belides, -it was a Revelation in 
many Points, to appearance, contrary toa former Di- 
vine Revelation; inafmuch as it ordered the Abolition 
of many things whiclt had been before enjoyned by 
divine Authority; v/z. all the Ritual and Ceremonial 
Law of Moſes. And therefore to gain Credit'to their 
Teſtimony, that they were infpired and fent by God 
to teach ſuch things, it was very requiſite that they 
ſhould produce more, and more plain and undeniable 
Teſtimonials of their divine Million, than Moſes him- 
ſelf had done. And ſuch Teſtimonials they had, ſuch 
they did produce, working more Miracles, and thoſe 
as I may ſay, more wonderful and Miraculous, than 
_ and all the Prophets together had wrought be- 
ore. 

But when theſe Teſtimonials had been once fairly 
produced, and examined, and by all reaſonable Men 
aloived to be true and ſufficient ; and when Chri/? and 
his Apoſtles had made and publiſhed all that Revela- 
tion which they were Commiſlioned to make; And 
when to prevent all miſunderſtandings of it, or mi- 
ſtakes concerning it, they had commited it all to Wri- 
ting; and the Men that lived inthoſe times, and were 
capable of enquiring into the Truth- of ir, _ ol 
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aſſured. that the Books ſaid to be written by the Apo» 
files and Evangeliſts, were indeed theirs, and contain'd 
in ſubſtance all the ſame things, and noother, which 
they had before declared by word of Mouth, and 
confirmed by Miracles; After this, I ſay, when the 
Divinity of the Revelation was thus oxce, at the firſt 
Publiſhing of it, ſo fully confirmed, there was no 
veed that it ſhould be proved any more, and all other 
Proof thereof would have been ſuperfluous ; becauſe 
the whole Matter, both Dodtrine and Proof, bei 
once faithfully recorded, and thoſe Records well a#- 
teſted, there could afterwards be no reaſonable Cauſe 
to call it again in Queſtion. So that the Reaſon of 
working Miracles being then ceaſed, it was reaſong- 
ble that the Power of working Miracles ſhould ceaſe 
too ; at leaſt till ſuch tume as God ſhould think fit, to 
make ſome Alteration in, or Addition to his former 
Revelations; (which we have good Reaſon to think 
he will never do) or 'till he ſhould pleaſe to under- 
take the Converſion of thoſe Nations to the Chriſtian 
Faith, to whom the Knowledge of the former Mira- 
cles that had been wrought for its Confirmation could 
not be ſo well communicated by credible Hiſtory as 
it is to us. 

For (as was hinted before) Credible Hiſtory is all 
the Proof and Evidence that we ever think reaſonable 
to require in other Caſes of the like Nature. 

As for inſtance; When a w_ w is made _ 
cerning any Matter ; it is requiſite, according to t 
Cuſtom of our day. it ſhould paſs both 
Houſes of Parliament, and that the Xi»g ſhould ratific 
and confirm it ; and that afterwards it thould ſome 
way ſo publiſhed and promulged, that all the Si Me | 
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that are then alive ſhould have ſufficient. Aſſurance 
given them that ſuch a Law is made. But after this 
Law has been once ſo paſſed, and ratified and pro- 
mulged, it is paſſed and ratified and promulged for 
ever; and no Man'is ſo unreaſonable as to expe that 
every Parliament that is called afterwards, ſhould read 
and paſs over again all the Laws that have been made 
before their Time; . or that every Xing that ſucceeds 
to the Throne ſhould afreſh ratifie and publiſh all the 
Laws that were made by all his Predeceſors. But all 
the Proof that we ever require of the Authority of 
any ancient Law, is a true Copy of it, and a good 
Hiſtory or Record of its being made at ſuch a time, 
by ſuch a King, confirmed by the Tradition of all 
the intermediate Ages to our Time, which have al- 
lowed of its Authority, by citing it as a Law of the 
Land, by Pleading from it, and by giving Judgment 
according to it. 

And he who will not allow of the ſame Proof and 
Evidence of the Authority of the Chriſtian Inſtitu- 
tion ſo many hundred years ago eſtabliſhed, but 
would needs have new Miracles and new Revelations 
to confirm the former, is every whit as unreaſonable 
as that Criminal would be, who being Indited upon 
fome Ancient Statute, ſhould refuſe to plead to his 
IndiAment, upon Pretence that he knew not whether 
there was any ſuch-Law or not; it being made ( if 
ever it was made) long before his Time, and there 
being none now alive that were preſent at the making 
of it. Shew him the Law in the Starate Book; why, 
how does he know, he'd ſay, but that the Printers 
had a mind to put a Cheat upon the Nation, by 
Printing a Law of their own making, as a Law made 
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by fome of our ancient Kings; nay ſhew him the Or-- 
ginal. Record, ſtill he'd fay, There have been abun- 
dance of Forgerics in the World, and how does he 
know but that this is one? The Record he'd own 
perhaps, looks like an Ancient Deed, and has all the 
Marks of ſuch Antiquity as it pretends to; but after 
all, 'tis pollible it may be, and therefore he cannot 
>e lure it is not a Forgery; and 'till he is aſſured of 
this, he will not plead to an Indictment that is 
grounded upon it. But if the Xing and Parliament 
that now are, will be pleaſed to declare that this is a 
good Law, and if he himſelf may þe allowed to be 
by when they ſhall declare it; or if at leaſt two or 
three Witneſſes that he can truſt ſhall teſtifie upon 
Oath; that they were preſent when it was paſſed in- 
to a Law, then he will allow it to bea good Law ; 
and after that, will be content to ſuffer the Puniſh- 
ment of it, if he ſhallever again be a Tranſgreſlor. 
Now what Man is there that would think this a 
realonable Demand? Or what Judge or Court would 
ever allow of ſuch a Plea? And yet, as unreaſonable 
as it is, it is juſt the ſame with theirs, who, pretend- 
ing to be more wiſe and cautious than their Neigh- 
bours, will not allow of the ſame fort of Proof (tho? 
indeed much better in its kind) of the Trath of the 
Chriſtian Religion ; but tho' we have as Authentick 
T1i{tories as any are in the World, (ſuch Hiſtories as 
the greateſt Adverſaries of Chriſtianity have not been 
able ro ſay any- thing to invalidate the Truth of ) 
which declare that Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught ſuch 
and ſuch Dodtrines, and wrought ſuch and fuch Mi- 
raclesto confirm the Truth of their DoQtrine, yet will 
not believe that the Doctrine of Chriſtianity is uy 
B an 
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and Divine, unleſs they may have ſpecial Meſſengers. 
ſent to them to declare a-freſh all the fame things: 
which the Apoſiles once did ; and: thoſe endued 
with a Power of working:-in. their ſ1ght and pre- 
ſence-the-fame Miracles over 'again, that are ſaid to 
have been formerly done -by Chriſt and his 4po/les, 
to confirm the Teſtimony. that; they gave. 

2. The Unreaſonableneſs of that Requeſt which the 
Rich Man.here makes in the Behalf of his Brethren, 
viz. That God would make a new Revelation for 
their particular.Converſion; or, in general, The Us- 
reaſonableneſs of our now. defiring freſh Revelations ; 
new Miracles. or Apparitions of Men from the dead, 
to confirm-the Truth of thoſe things which are al.- 
ready ſufficiently:proved to us'by the Standing Reve- 
lation. of the Goſpel, will further appear, if we conſi- 
der; That tows who live. now. in Chriſtian Countries, 
other Grounds of Faittvor ſtronger Motives to Repent- 
ance-than we have already in the ſtanding Revelation 
of the-Goſpel might be inconſ/fent with the Excel- 
lency of Faith, raight deſtroy.the Virtue of Believing, 
__ ght. be/ too great a Force and Conſtraint. upon 
us,. ſuch as would in a manner take away our Z:berty 
of Chpice. Fe 

For there is no Virtue at all in Believing what we 
ſee; there is no Praiſe or Thanks at. all due for do- 
ing what we are driven or forced todo; and for us, 
who have already abundantly ſufficient Grounds to be- 
leve and embrace Chriſtianity, to have freſh Miracles 
wrought every day. before our own eyes (ſuch Mira- 
cles as.we could not poſſibly.doubt the Truth of) to 
confirm thoſe DoQrines which are already ſufficiently 
confirmed, would not be to perſuade us, but to force 


us 
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us to be Chri/trans; fo that then the State we are 
now in would not be, as God dehgned it ſhould be, a 
State of Trial; for the Trial of Wiſdom is, when there 
are ſome Reaſons on both ſides; and he is the Wiſe 
Man who in that Caſe gives Judgment on that fide on 
which the Reaſons are ſtrongeſt. 

But againſt what I have now faid perhaps it may 
be objeted, That the Evidence which we defire of the 
Truth of Religion is #o more than we are told has 
been already given to ſome Men ; particularly to thoſe 
who lived in our. Saviour's and his Apoſfile's times, 
and we can't ſee why it would be more inconliſtent 
with the Nature of Faith and Religion mw than it was 
then, or how it would more deſtroy oxr Freedom than 
it did theirs, or how it would be a greater Forte up- 
on our Choice than it was upon zheirs, to have the 
very ſame Evidence of the Truth of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion which they had. ED 
But in anſwer to this, it may be conſiderd; that 
as they then had ſom Evidence of the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion which we have not, ſo-we now 
have ſome Evidence thereof which they had\aot: 7hey 
indeed faw with their own/Eyes ſome. of 'the> Miracles 
that were wrought for' the Confirmation bf -©hriftia- 
nity; but they had not, as 'we now have, a credible 
Hiſtory or Record of a very 'great number of Miracles 
that were wrought for that purpoſe. And:therefore 
(without conſidering at preſent which of /theſs Evi- 
dences of the Truth of the. Fatsupon which our: Re- 
ligion is grounded, is the moſt convincing) thus much 


is plain; That it we, . who have already very. good 

Reaſon to believe them/upon the Credir of a well at- 

teſted Hiſtory, wetfe'alſbvadmitted to be Eye Witne(- 
B z 


ſes 


Aa BE 


- Ray -, ; ak 


I 2 


No REASON to defire 


u— 


ſes of ſome freſh Miracles, ſuch as we are told were 
then wrought, both theſe Evidences together would be 
ſtronger and more irreſiſtible, than ether of them 
alone ; So that conſequently, if we who have already 
one of thele Evidences, were allowed to have the 
other alſo, we ſhould have more Evidence inthe whole 
than zhey had, our Choice conſequently would not 
be ſo free as theirs was, it would not be fo much in 
the Power of our Wills to be 1nfidels, as it was in 

theirs. 
rue, perhaps you'll ſay, we ſhould indeed in that 
Caſe have more Evidence than they had, but that is 
not the thing we deſire; all that we could wiſh tor, 
is, the very ſame Evidence that they had ; and upon 
that Condition we could be well contented to want 
the Hiſtorical Evidence which we have and they had 
not; for we can't but think, that the Evidence that 
they had is much ſtronger than ours, and that zhey 
had much greater Reaſon to be Chriſtians than we 
have. For 1. The Apyſtles of Chriſt who (as 'tis ſaid) 
both ſaw his, Miracles, and were enabled by the Power 
of the Holy' Ghoſt to do the like themſelves, had 
plainly” greater Reaſon to believe, than even thoſe had 
who heard from their mouths the Teſtimony. that 
they gave concerning our Lord, and ſaw the Mira- 
cles that were done by their Hands in Confirmation 
of their Teſtimony. And 2.. Zhey who ſaw with their 
own Eyes :the Miracles that the Apoſtles wrought had 
more Reaſon to believe, than thoſe had to whom they 
were only Reported by Eye Witneſſes, and theretore 
much rather than we have who receive this Report 
only by a Hiſtory that: was- written many hundred 
years ago. Now thus -s- all that we deſire, v2. = 
; 26 


Ma Mas FOR IY nf youry 
. FI —_ 


NEw REVELATIONS. 


be upon the ſame Level with thoſe who lived in the 
Primitive Times, and to have as much Reaſon to be 
Chriſtians as they had; and we can't ſee why this Re- 
queſt ſhould be thought wnreaſonable ; we do not un- 


derſtand why there would not be then as much 


Free- 


Com, and conſequently as great Virtue in owr Believing 
upon ſuch ſtrong Evidence as there was in thezrs. 

In Anſwer to this therefore I ſhall conſider di- 
ſtintly the two Caſes before-mentioned, and com- 


pare the {ame with ours. 


(1.) I ſhall conſider the-Caſe of the Apoſtles, who 
both ſaw our Lord's Miracles, and were enabled "by 
the Power of the Holy-Ghoſt to do the-.like them- 


{clves. 
And that they had a ſurer Ground of Faith 
any ſince, or than any beſides themſelves ever 


| believe muſt be granted ; but then 'tis to.be 


ſidered on the other ſide. 
1. That the Apoſtles were but few in number, 


than 
had, 
-CON* 


only 


twelve Perſons, or it we ſhould reckon in to the num- 


ber, as in this reſpe&t, equal to the Apoſtles, all 


thoſe 


that were called by our Saviour himſelf to be» his Diſ- 


ciples, and who were very much, tho' not fo 


CON- 


{tantly in his Company as the Apoſtles were, we read 
but of ſeventy of them:; or if we add to theſe all thoſe 
that were convinced by our Saviours Miracles that: he 
was the Chriſt, and that owned themſelves his Diſct- 
ples while he was upon Earth, 'tis probable that. all 


theſe together were no more than. fve hundred, 


thoſe five hundred. Brethren, to whom when met to» 1 Cor. 1s; 6, 
gether in Galilee, our Lord ſhewed himſelf alive 
his Paſſion. 


2. It 
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2. It may be alſo conſidered ; that rherr Caſe was 
extraordinary and peculiar, and that this Advantage 
of greater Evidence (as we reckon it) which they 
had above all others was no more than was neceſſary 
to qualific them for that ſpecia/ Ofice which they, and 
none but they were to be employed in ; which was to 
bear Witneſs tothe Men of that Generation by word 
of mouth, and to all future Ages by their written Te- 
ſtimony, of the DoEtrines and Miracles of our Sa- 
viour ; for no Man is a proper Witneſs of any matter 
- Fact, but only he who was an Eye Witneſs there- 


| 3- It may be further conſidered, that as they had 
a more clear and unexceptionable Evidence of the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, than any beſides ever had, ſo 
they had alfo a greater Barden laid upon them, than 
any Chriſtians {f1nce have had ; and it might be no 
more than neceſſary that the Grounds of their Faith 
ſhould be as much furer and ſtronger than thoſe on 
which other Men's Faith is built, as their Duty 'was 
larger and more difficult than other Men's Duty is. 
For a weaker Foundation is as well able to ſupport a 
low Building, placed in a Bottom, and well ſheltred 
from Storms, as a much ſtronger is to bear a high 
buile Tower, ſituated on the top of an Hill, or by the 


. Sea:ſhore, and'continually expoſed to violent Winds 


and Tempeſts. 
' » And this was.the: Condition of the Apoſtles in Com- 
pariſon With ours. We have indeed feveral Tempta- 
tions to reſiſt by the Power of our moſt holy Faith, 
but then they are only ſach Temptations as are common 
to Men, and for the overcoming whereof a Faith 
grounded only upon good Hiſtorical Evidence is ſufi- 


cient ; 
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cient ; for by the Power of ſuch a Faith a great many 
in all Ages have happily overcome them ; But the 
Apoſtles had Difficulties and Temptations of another 
ſort to contend with; they wreſtled not only againſt 
Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Principalities, againſt 
Powers, againſt the Ralers of the Darkneſs of thu World, 
againſt Spiritual Wickedneſs in high Places. It was their 
Buſineſs to go in an untrodden-Path, to-break the Ice 
and to make plain the way for all that were to fol- 
low ; and our Work (very cafie in compariſon' with 
theirs) is only to follow in that Way, which they 
have made plain and ſmooth, to that Kingdom of 
Heaven, into which they could not-enter but thro' 
manifold Tribulations. 

That the Apoſtles therefore had ſtronger and: more 
convincing Proofs of the Truth of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion than we have, and ſuch as they could not fo ea- 
ſily reſiſt, as we may thoſe which are afforded' to us, 
may be granted ; and yet it may be unreaſonable for 
us to delire the fame, unleſs we were to be put to the 
ſame Trials of our Faith that they were; which in a 
Chriſtian Country can hardly be. 

And indeed as deſirous as we ſeem to be of haviap 
ſuch Evidence of the Truth of our Religion as we are: 
told the Apoſtles had, I believe thereare very few of 
us but had rather be contented with leſs Evidence, 
than have ſo much as. the Apoſtles had 'with its*ap- 
pendant Burden ; which was to-travel all the World' 
over, ever-into the moſt rude and barbarous Coun- 
tries to plant Chriſtianity ; expecting wherever 'they-. 
came Bonds and Afﬀidtions, meeting every. where - 
with the moſt violent: oppoſition and-rougheſt Uſage; 
encountring every where:the greateſt Dangers, and - 
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ſure at laſt ro be made a bloody Sacrifice to the Ma- 


lice and Fury of their Periecutors. How much 
St. Paul alone endured (and 'tis like the Sufferings 
of the other Apoſtles were not much leſs) you may 
ſeein 2 Cor. xi. 23.@c. and yet he was not then come 
to the end of his Sufferings; Jn Labours abundant, in 
Stripes above meaſure, in Priſons frequent, in Deaths 
oft ; Of the Fews five times recerved 1 forty Stripes 
fave one; thrice was I beaten with Rods, once was [ 
Stoned, thrice I ſuffered Shipwrack, a Night and a Day 
I have been in the Deep ; in Fourneyings often, in Ferils 
of Waters, in Perils of Robbers, in Perils by mine own 
Countrymen, in Perils by the Feathen, in Perils in the 
City, in Perils in the Wilderneſs, in Perils in the Sea, 
in Perils among falſe Brethren; In Wearine/s and Pain- 
fulneſs, in Watchings often, in Hunger and Thirſt, in 
Faſtings often, in Cold and Nakedneſs; Beſides thoſe 
things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, 
the Care of all the Churches. And therefore he might 
well fay, -as he does; 1 Cor. iv. 9, &c. I think that 
God hath ſet forth us the Apoſiles laſt, as it were ap- 
pointed to Death ; for we are made a Spettacle to the 
World, and to Angels, and to Men; we are Fools for 
Chriſt's ſake we are weak we are deſpiſed; even 
unto this very hour we both hunger and thirſt, and are 
naked and are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling 
Place; and labour working with our Hands, being revi- 
led——perſecuted——defamed ; we are made as the 
Filth of the World, and are the Off-ſcowring of all things 
wnto this Day. It was therefore plainly neceſſary that 
a Faith which was to undergo thele ſevere Trials, 
ſhould be built upon the ſureſt Grounds ; but for «s, 


and to enable w to overcome the World, a Faith 
that 
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that is founded upon lefs certain Evidence may be as 
ſufficient. 

(2.) The Second Cafe before-mentioned was of 
thoſe who heard with their ow# Ears the Teſtimony 
which the Apoſtles gave concerding our Lord; and 
Jaw with their own Eyes the wonderful Works that they 
«1d in Confirmation of their Teſtimony. We could 
with at leaſt that we had ſuch ſtrong Pvidence of the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion as they had ; and if 
we had, we ſee not why there would not be as much 
Choice, and conſequently as much Virtue in oxr be- 
lieving as there was in therrs. 

But here it may be conſidered, 

1. That: it was the Lot but of very few, even of 
thoſe that lived in the Apoſtles times, except of the 
Jews that dwelt in Judea, to bear the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves, or to ſee with their own Eyes the Miracles that 
they wrought ; and even of thete there were but few 
that had the opportunity of ſeeing many of their 
mighty Works ; 1o that all things conſidered the E- 
vidence that we have of the Truth of our Religion, 
if it be not fully equal to, is very little inferior to 
that which they had ; for it being (as has been for- 
merly ſhewn) morally impoſſible rhat the Goſpel Hi- 
ſtory which is now in our Hands ſhould be forged or 
ſpurious, or corrupted and altered, what can be 
thought to be wanting in the Clearnefs of the Evi- 
dence that we have (being given in Writing and not 
by word of Mouth) is made up by the Fulneſs and 
Abundance of it; we having in the Writings of the 
Apoſtles and Evangelifts, ſeveral Witneſſes teſtifying 
the ſame Miracles, and every one of them Witnefling 


"more Miracles, than any except thoſe who were con- 
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ſtant Attendants upon our Lord, or Companions of 
the Apofiles were in a Capacity to witnels. But, 

'2. Granting it to be true, that in the Apoſtle's 
times thoſe to whom the Goſpel was preached, had 
generally clearer and ſtronger Evidence of the Truth 
of Chriſtianity than we have now; yet Ifay, even 
that Evidence of Senſe which they had was not morc 
apt or like to-convince and perſuade them, than the 
Proof. which we now have, tho' in it ſelf it be leſs, is 
to convince and perſuade us. 

For when Men have already taken up an Opinion, 
(no matter upon what Grounds) or when by their 
Worldly Intereſt they are engaged to be of ſuch an 


' Opinion, it can't be expeQted that the ſame Reaſons, 


I mean Reaſons of the ſame ſtrength in themſelves, 
ſhould be ſuſficient to perſuade them to alter their O- 
pinion, which would have ſufficed to have fix'd and 
eſtabliſh'd them in their former Notions. 


And this is plainly the Difference between thoſe 
Times and ours; for when the Revelation of the 
Goſpel was firſt made by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, all, 
both Jews and Gentiles, were moſt ſtrongly prejudi- 
ced againſt it, each of them having been bred up in 
a Perſuaſion that their own way of Worſhip was 


right, and the Fews in particular having had good 
Akres that their Law given by Moſes, (to which 
the DoQtrine of Chriſtianity ſeem'd very oppoſite) 
had been of Divine Inſtitution. But however, whca 
a Man has been bred up in the Belief of any thing, 
and has believd it a good while, he takes it for grant- 
ed that he had reaſon to believe it, whether he had 


ſo or not; fo that the Prejudice againſt Chriſtianity 


was as powerful, tho' not altogether - ſo ju/?, in the 
Gentiles, 
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Gentiles,whole Religion was meerly fabulous, as in the 
Jews, whole Law was indeed of Divine Inſtitution. 

And beſides, (which was an Impediment alike com- 
mon both to the Jews and Gentiles) they could nor 
either of them then embrace and profels the Chriſtian 
Religion without apparently hazarding the Loſs of 
all things that were dear to them in this World. And 
how very apt a ſtrong Worldly Intereſt is to blind 
Mens Eyes and to byais their Judgments, is what we 
cannot but daily obſerve in all other Caſes. 

But our Caſe now 1s quite otherwiſe; our Prejudices 
and our [ntereſt are both for Chriſtzanity ; tor we ſuck'd 
it in with our Mothers Milk, and we found it the 
eſtabliſh'd Religion of the Country where we were 
Born; for which Reaſons we believed it, or at leaſt 
were ſtrongly inclined to believe it, tefore we knew 
or had heard of any other Reaſons; fo that to w, 
who arealready inclined on this fide; to us, who to be 
ſure, are not prejudicedagainlt it ; to us, whole [ntere/t 
leads us to continue in the Religion we were firſt bred 
in, ſuch Proof as we always accept and allow of in 0- 
ther Caſes of the like Nature, is Proof frong enough. 
And theretore much rather when we have, as indeed 
we bave, a ſtronger and more uncontrouled Tradition 
for the Truth of the Goſpe-Hiftory, than of any Hi- 
tory in the World beſides, we ſhall be inconſiſtent with 
our (elves, if we do not allow it to be ſufficient. 

So that upon the whole Matter, conſidering the 
Prejudices both from Education and Intereft which 
they lay under who lived in thoſe Times when the 
Goſpel was firſt reveald and preachd; even their 


own Eye-ſight of ſome of thoſe Miracles that were - 


then wrought to confirm it, was not more perſwaſtve 
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than is that good Afſxrance that we now have by 
credible and undoubted Records that ſuch Miracles 
were then wrought. The Proof they had, conſider 
in it ſelf, was indeed ſtronger than ours ; but cont1i- 
dering our difleremt Circumſtances, that Proof was 
not more apt or likely to convince them, than that 
which we have given us is to convince and perſuade us. 
And if we had now the very ſame Proof and Dc- 
monſtration of the Miracles wrought for the Confir« 
mation of our Chriſtian Religion, viz. The Evidence 
of our own Senſes; this, which was but ſufficient to 
them, might to us be fuch a Proof as would be, in a 
manner, a Force upon us ; ſuch clear Demonſtration 
meeting with no ſtrong Prejudice or conſiderable In- 
tereſt on the other ſide, might be enough to over- 
power us, ſo that we could not be Infidels if we 
would, and then there would be no Virtue in Be- 
Leving. 

3- The Unreaſonableneſs of defiring more Proof of 
the Truth of Religion than God has been pleaſed to 
afford us by the Standing Revelation of the Goſpel, 
and particularly of deſiring that God would be pleas'd 
to work new Miracles for our particular fatisfaion, 
or for the Conviction of ſome of our Friends that 
are not perſuaded by the Goſpel-Revelation, will fur- 
ther appear, if we conſider the equal Right that a/7 
other Men have to deſire the fame, and the many 
inconveniencies and Abſurdities that would follow, in 
caſe a Men ſhould be gratified in this Deſire. 

For as to the firſt of theſe, viz. The equal Right 
that al other Men have to deſire the fame ; What 
Reaſon can 7 pretend for my Infidelity, which ano- 
ther Man may not alſo as well plead for hz2 Have not 
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I as good Proof of the Truth of Religion as my Neigh- 
bour has > Have not 1 as free Recourſe to the Holy 
Scriptures as he? and the ſame Evidence of the 
Truth and Divine Inſpiration of them that he has ? 
And are we not allo in all other *ReſpeQts alike? Be- 
ing Born in the ſame Country, and having had the 
fame Education, and conſequently being probable to 
have the ſame Inclinations towards, or the ſame Pre- 
judices againſt, or Averſion to the Chriſtian Faith 2 
And if ſo, what Reaſon can I plead for any extraor- 
dinary or peculiar Favour ? For is not he God's Crea- 
ture as well as [? And hath not God the ſame Ten- 
derneſs and Regard for him that he hath for me, 
and conſequently the ſame Deſire of 4s Welfare, that 
1 can ſuppoſe he hath of mine> Why then ſhould 
not God grant him this fame Requeſt whether in the 
Behalf of himſelf or his Friend, as well as 7 can ex- 
pet he ſhould grant it me? In a word, Why may 
not every Man defire the ſame as well as /2 And 
why ſhould not God grant it to a/ that defire it, as 
well as to any one ? 

But now it God ſhould do this, ſee what In- 
conveniencies and Abſurdities would follow there- 
upon? 

"Io fort of Men would not believe, unleſs they might 
ſee Apparittons ; If one wert unto them from the dead, 
they would repent. And fo for their fakes the World 
muſt be filled with Ghoſts; the Dead muſt never be 
at Reſt in their Graves, and the Souls in Bliſs who 
once rejoyced in the thought of being for ever got 
clear out of a troubleſome World, muſt be content 
(to gratifie theſe Men) to leave their Place in Abra- 
ham's Boſome, and to be deprived of the ON 
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Viſion, and the unſpeakable Joys ot Heaven, as long 
and as often as any of theſe unreatonable Men are 
pleaſed to defire it. 

But another ſort of Men it may be there are, that 
would not like this kind of Proot ; A !ran/tent Appa- 
rition of a Ghoſt they'd look upon perhaps as a thing 
too liable to Cheat and Impoſture; they'd therefore 
deſire ſome more plain and ſenſible and permanent 
Miracles than this; ſome ſuch Miracles as thoſe 
were which our Savicur and his Apoſtles wrought ; 
and if they could but fee ſuch, they make no doubt 
but they thould be convinced : And fo tor their fakes, 
and for their Conviction, halt the Men that are born 
into the World, muſt be born Lame or Blind, that 
ſo they may be afterwards Curcd by Miracle, for 
the fatisfaQion of theſe Men: And a great many 
muſt be poſſeſſed with Devils, and be grievouſly 
torn and tortured by them, that theie Men may 
have the Pleaſure of ſeeing with their own Eycs the 
Evil Spirits caſt forth ; and of obſerving how much 
more calm and ſober the Men are after the Devil is 
gone out, than they were before. 

But even theſe Miracles, 'tis like, would not fa- 
tisfie all; but ſome it may be, would be apt to 
ſuſpe& that there might be ſome Trick or Colluſion 
in them, and that what they ſaw, was done only 
by a Confederacy between the Phyſician and the Pa- 
tient, to amuſe and deccive the Beholders ; and there- 
fore, what they, it may be, would deſire for their 
particular ſatisfaftion, wou'd be, to ſee a dead Man 
raiſed to Life again after he had been dead ſeveral 
Days, and began to ſtink; and ſuch a Miracle as 
this they are ture would convince them. And fo 
tor 
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for their ſakes a great many Men muſt die two or 
three times over, or much oftner; becauſe perhaps 
every time before they have been dead a Week, 
ſome other Pcrion that was not preſent before, may 
have a defire to ſee with his own Eyes the fame Ex- 
pcriment tricd over again. 

But cven this Miracle alſo would perhaps be ex- 
cepted againſt by ſome, and nothing-lefs would fa- 
tisfie them than the very ſame Evidence which the 
Apoſtles themſelves had, who converſed with our Sa- 
viour for ſome years together, and heard all his 
wife Diſcourſes, and ſaw all his Miracles and mighty 
Works, and were preſent with him when he expired 
on the Croſs, and aſiſted at the laying his dead Body 
into the Sepulchre, and within three Days after ſaw 
him alive again, touched and handled him, eat and 
drank with him; and after they had thus, ſeveral 
times, by the Space of forty Days, been, by many 
Infallible Proofs, aſſured of the Reality of his Re- 
ſurreAion, ſaw him viſibly taken up in his Body into 
Heaven. 

They that had this, they grant, had very good 
Proof and Evidence of the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion; and had they but been of this happy 
Number, they are fure they ſhould not only have 
believed, but alfo "__ have ſuffered as much as 
the Apoſtles themſelves did for Bearing their Teſtimo- 
ny to the Truth of thoſe things which they had ſeen 
and heard. 

And what now muſt be done for the Satisfaftion 
of theſe Men? For theſe have as much Right to a 
full Satisfaction as any others; and by the ſame Rea- 
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ſon that others do expett to be gratified in what they 
deſire, theſe may do 1o. too. 

* And therefore in order to their SatisfaQtion, it is 
neceſſary that our Saviour. ſhould be Born into the 
World in every Aze of it, or indeed much oftner ; 
and that in every Country at leaſt, if not in every 
Town and Fillage he ſhould live and Preach and do 
Miracles, and be Crucified and Riſe again; tor that 
theſe things have been once done, they cant, they 
ſay, believe only upon the Teſtimony of other Mcn 
who ſay they did ſee them; And therefore by the 
ſame Reaſon, if- they themſelves ſhould free them, 
other Men that ſhould come after, or live in other 
Countries, would have as little Cauſe to bclieve 
their Teſtimony. 

So that for the full fatisfaCtion of all ſuch Doubt- 
ing Men as theſe our Saviour muſt have ſuffered ofte» 
ſince the Beginning of the World, and muſt continue 
to do fo very frequently as long as the World 
ſhall laſt, becauſe with ſome Men, nothing but ſeeing 
is Believing. 

But that this ſhould 'be, is what 1 re none 
beſides themſelves can think it reaſonable either for 
Men to ask, or for God to grant. 

4- Laſtly, The Unreaſonableneſs of defiringany further 
or additional Proof of the Truth of Religion, beſides 
what is already afforded us in the Standing Revela- 
tion of the Holy Scripture, will farther appear by 
conſidering our own [ntereſt in being convinced and 
perſuaded of the Truth of Religion by ſuch Argu- 
ments and Motives as are in themſelves ſufficient tor 
that purpoſe, altho' they be not ſo very ſtrong and 
forcible as we could wiſh they were. : 

An 
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And this Argument I ſhall handle in the way of 
Reprosf, (and a juſt and ſeaſonable Reproof I think 
it) to ſuch bold and preſuming Perſons as I have 
been now ſpeaking of, who will needs ſtand upon 
their Terms with Almighty God, and will not be 
perſuaded to Believe and Repent, | but juſt by ſuch 
Reaſons-and ſuch Motives as they themſelves ſhall be 
pleaſed to require. Tell not us, fay they,. of Moſes 
and the Prophets, and of things that were done a 
great while ago, we know not when; We'll have 
treſh Revelations, and new Miracles, or Meſſengers 
from the Dead, or elſe we will not Believe and Re- 
pent; that we are reſfolv'd on. 

Very well; Then I fay you may, if you will, 
continue ſtill in your Unbcliet and Impenitence ; Ne- 
vertheleſs I would adviſe you, before you fully de- 
termine to perſiſt in this Reſolution, to take a little 
time to conſider ſeriouſly, whoſe Iztere/t and Concers 
it is, either that you ſhould Believe, or that you 
ſhould not Believe ; conſider who it is that will be a- 
Gainer or a Sufferer, either by the One, or by the 
Ozher. For let me tell you, if there be really a Hea- 
ven and a Hell, and a Judgment, and a Life to come, 
'tis not your not believing them that will make them 
not to be ; and if theſe things are true, 'tis your own 
Life and Soul that is at Stake ; and if you are reſolv'd 
to loſe both unleſs you may be Saved your own way, 
you your ſelves will be the greateſt, nay you your 
{elves will be the only Sufferers. 

And this is a Conſideration that afte&s the Caſe 
very much, and makes it very reaſonable to inſiſt 
upon having ſuch T6 in this Caſe, I in 
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ſome other Cafes might, not to very unreaſonably, 
be deſired. 

For if any Man tells me a Story which it is for 
his ſntereft | ſhould believe, it is hs Concern to give 
me ſuch Aſſurance of it as I ſhall require, even alrho' 
leſs than I require would be in all Reaſon ſufficient ; 
And therefore af 1 will not believe one or two Witneſ- 
ſes, tho' it may be unreaſonable in me not to believe 
them, yet it is his Buſineſs, and what it behoves him 
to do, to produce, if it be poſſible, ten or twenty 
Witneſſes, or as many more as [| ſhall ask for; And it 
one ſort of Proof, ' tho' in it ſelf it be never ſo good, 
will not fatisfie me, it is hu part, and what he ought 
in Reaſon to do, if he be able, to bring other Proofs 
of it; and fo to go on multiplying his Witneſlcs an 1 
his Proofs, 'till ſuch time as I ſhall declare my ſelf 
fully fatisfied; And the Reaſon is, becauſe the Loſs 
or Inconvenience will be hs, and only bs, in Cale he 
cannot convince me of the Truth of his Relation. 

But now on the other ſide, it the Story which he 
tells me be true, and it b2 for my Intereſt and Advan- 
tage only, not at all for hs that 1 ſhould believe it40 
be true; If, I ſay, he will be neither a Gazner nor a 
Loſer, whether | believe his Report, or whether I 
do not believe it ; then, if he gives me ſuch Evidence 
of the Truth of it, as is ſuffic:ent to convince a May 
of Reaſon, he has done exowh; he has done all that 
belonged to him as a Friend to do. And if after this, 
I make it my Bulineſs to cavil at and to except a- 
gainſt his Evidence, and go about to preſcribe to him 
what ſort of Proof he ſhould give me of the Truth 
of what he relates ; declaring withal that leſs or 
other Proof than juſt that which [ require ſhall never 
ſatisfie 
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fatisfie me ; he may juſtly reje& my Suit as unreaſo- 
nable, and condema me for a Fool, that will not ſee 
my own Intereſt, nor know when a Friend has done 
enough. 

And this is exaQtly our Caſe. 

God has fent his Son to us with the Promiſe of 
Eternal Life, and has given us ſufficient Aſſurance of 
his Divine Miſſion, and thereby of 'the Truth of 
that Revelation which he made. Now if we will be- 
lieve this, well, and good, the Profit will be all our 
own ; we ſhall fave our own Souls alive; But God 
will receive no Advantage to himſelf by our Belie- 
ving; his perteQ Happinels being not capable of any 
Increaſe. But if we will not Believe this Teſtimony 
that God has given of his Son, if we except againſt 
his Witneſſes, and cavil at his Evidence, and will not 
Believe but juſt upon that very ſort of Proof which 
we our ſelves are pleas'd to pitch upon ; why: then, 
we may een take our own Courſe, we may be Un- 
believers ſtill; but *tis we only that ſhall ſuffer by 
our Unbelief; the Infinite and Eſſential Happineſs of 
God, being as little capable of Diminution, as of 
Advancement. And, as if we Believe and Repent, 
God will be Glorified in our Salvation, fo, if we will 
not Believe and Repent, he will be no leſs glorified in 
our DeſtruQion. 

Seeing therefore whether you Believe or whether 
you do not Believe, God will be neither a Gainer nor 
a Loſer ; but the Profit or the Damage will be aZ your 
own ; it is plainly your Intereft as well as your Duty 
to give Credit to ſuch Evidence, ! as really and in it 
ſelf is Credible (and ſuch, I hope Ithave already ſhewa 
that to be which is given us of the Truth of Chri- 
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ſtianity) and not to ſet your ſelves to cavil at it, and 
to ſtudy Exceptions to it; not to take upon you to 
preſcribe to God Almighty,” and boldly to tell him 
what ſort of Evidence he mult give you, or elle you 
will not be ſatisfied. 

Do not then ſtand in your own Light; do not 
bring DeſtruQtion upon your ſelves when you may 
avoid it ; but give Ear to what Moſes and the Pro- 
phets and Chriſt and his Apoſtles peak to you in 
the Holy Scriptures ; and hear them without Preju- 
dice, with a Mind ready to hearien to Reaſon, and 
reſolved to be perſuaded by it ; and then what they 
will ſay to you will be abundantly ſ«fficzent to fa- 
tisfie you ; for they fay as much in this Caſe (or 
more) as by the common Voice and Reaſon of all 
Mankind 1s judged to be ſufficient in all other Caſes 
of the like Nature. 

But if you are reſolved not to be perſuaded fo long 
as there is any Poilibility of Doubt or Scruple left ; 
if you are relolvd not to Believe unleſs you may 
have juſt that very Evidence given you that you your 
ſelves are pleasd to require; if you will boldly and 
arrogantly take upon you to teach God, (as if he 
knew it not) what Evidence he ought to give Men of 
the Truth of Religion; and are reſolved to find or 
make Exceptions againſt any other ; Look you to it ; 
For if God has done enough already, he is under no 
manner of Obligation to do more ; more, did I fay ? 
Nay he needed not to have done ſo much; for it was 
meer Grace and Favour in God that he has done fo 
much as he has done ; that he has made us any Pro- 
wiſes at all, Io us any Aſſurance of the Truth 
of them refore for what he has done we 
REL ought 
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ought to be thankful, and not to find fault with him 
that he has doneno more. Such Impudence and Sau- 
cineſs as this (for I can call it by no better a Name) 
frem a Man to his Maker, from a mean inconſederable 
Creature, to the Great Lord of Heaven and Earth, is 
I'm ſure no proper Qualification to merit extraordi- 
nary and peculiar Favours. For as our Saviour ſays 
to ſome in a like Caſe, to ſome who formerly made 
the like unreaſonable Demand that you now do, Ir 1s 
an Evil and Adulterons Generation that ſeeketh after a 
Sign, and therefore there ſhall wo Sign be £ 
Verily I ſay unto you, there ſhall no Sign be given to 
this Generation. 

Let us then be content with that aſſurance which 
God has given us of the Truth of Religion ; for 
greater than this we ſhall not have till it be too late. 
Let us thankfully accept of, and readily comply with 
this, and not expect or wait for more; for God will 
not gratifie us in our unreaſonable Deſire. He 1s re- 
folved to deal with us as with Men, to incline, not 
to determine our Choice; to perſuade, not to force 
u#to be Happy. And Pong already given us the 
Standirg Revelation of the Goſpel, which is ſufficient 
both to inſtru and convince us, and having prov'd 
the truth of this ſ&ffciently to us, he will not be ma- 
king new Revelations, or ſending more Prophets Di- 
vinely _— or working freſh Miracles every Day. 
He has done enough already to Hfatisfic our ſober 
Judgments ; and he will not do every thing that we 
can think of to gratifie our wild and extravagant 
Fancies. 

And there is the leſs Reaſon that he ſhould do fo, 
becauſe if the Ordinary Means which he uſes for our 
Converſion 
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Converſion do not ſucceed, the Fault lies wholly in us; 
And therefore 'tis highly probable (fo certain that it 
need not be tried) -that any other means proper 
for God to uſe to reclaim us, would be alike unſuc- 
ceſsful. If they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, 
—_ will they be perſuaded tho' one roſe from the 
Dead. 

This is the /aft Reply that Abraham makes to the 
Rich Man's Requeſt; and it was the third of thoſe 
three Points which I at firſt propounded to ſpeak to; 
but which I muſt reſerve for the Subje&t of my next 
Diſcourſe. 
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Abraham ſaith unto him, They have Moſes and 
the Prophets ;, let them hear them. 

And he ſaid, Nay, father Abraham : but if one 
went uno them from the dead, they will 
repent, | 


And be ſaid unto him, If they hear not Moſes 
and the Prophets, neither will they be per- 
ſuaded, though one roſe from the dead. 


N Diſcourſing on theſe Words, I have already 
| done thete two Things. 

1. I have ſhewn that the preſent Standing Re- 
velation of God's Will in the Zoly Scripture is abun- 
dantly ſuficient to perſuade Men to Repentance, if 
they are not unreaſonably blind and obſtinate. This 
is intimated in the firſt Verſe of the Text ; They have 
Moſes and the Prophets; (Chriſt and bus Apoſtles) tet 
them hear them. And, 


[T. Thave likewiſe ſhewn, that having already ſuch 
good Grounds of Faith, fuch full DireCtions for Pra- 
ice, and ſuch ſtrong Motives to Repentance, it is 
unreaſonable to delire more. This was what.the Rich. 
Man had done at the 27th. and 28th. Verſes; and 
which he ſtill continues to do in the 2d Verſe of the 
Text, even after Abraham had told him that the 
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Standing Revelation of God's Will in the Holy Scrip- 
ture was ſufficient ; Nay, Father Abraham, but if one 
went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 

He fays it poſitively, - they wif repent; He ſpeaks it 
as a thing that no Doubt could be made of. In An- 
{wer to which therefore Abraham tells him in the laſt 
Verſe of the Text, that that which he thought fo very 
certain, was not ſo much as probable : 1f they hear not 
Moſes and the Prophets, neither will they be perſuaded 
tho? one roſe from the dead. 

. And this was the third Point I propounded to ſpeak 
to in diſcourſing on theſe Words ; w1z. 


WI. To ſhew, that in Caſe God ſhould condeſcend 
to gratifie Men in this unreaſonable Deſire, (working 
every Day new Miracles before their Eyes, or ſend- 
iog their deceaſed Friends to them from the Dead, to 
aſlure them of a Future State, and to warn them to 
prepare for it) 'tis highly probable that very few or 
none of thoſe who do not believe, and are not brought 
to Repxentance by the Preaching and Standing Revela- 
tion of the Goſpel, would be perſuaded by this meass. 
If they hear wot Moſes and the Prophets, (1 add, nor 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles) neither will they be perſuaded 
tho one roſe from the dead. | 

And the Truth of this will, 1 ſuppoſe, ſufficiently 
appear if theſe following things be conſidered. 
1. That we can't have better or ſtronger Motives to 
Obedience and a Holy Life than are already offered 
in the Holy Scripture to perſuade us, 2. That the 
Proof and Evidence already given us of the Truth of 
Religion is ſuch as cannot be fairly excepted againſt, 
«nd that there is no Proof thereof that _ be 
ottered, 
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offered, but what is liable to Cavils and wnreaſonable 
Exceptions. 3. That if God ſhould gratifie all Men in 
this Requeſt, the Abundance and Commonneſs of the 
Miracles that muſt then be wrought would go near 
to deſtroy the Efficacy and Periuaſiveneſs thereof. 
And, Laſtly, That it is Matter of Fa# and Expe- 
rence that new Miracles have been generally unſuc- 
ceſsful upon thoſe who have not hearkned to nor 
_ convinced by a Standing Revelation of God's 
Will. 

x. I ſay, we cant poſſibly have, as to the Matter 
of them, ſtronger Motrves to Obedience and a Holy 
Life, than thoſe which are already offered in the Zoly 
Scripture to perſuade us. For there we have Life and 
Death ſet before us, Bleſſing and Curſing ; on one Hand, 
the Promiſe of this Life and of that which i to come ; and 
on the other Hand all the Evils that we can juſtly 
dread, the wrath of him who is a conſuming Fire; who 
often puniſhes Tranſgreſſors with remarkable Judg- 
ments in this Life, and has threatned to all impen- 
tent Sinners Eternal Torments in the next. * 

Now if a new Revelation was to be made, and we 
our ſelves were to contrive the Matter of it, what 
ſtronger Motives than theſe could we think of ? Or 
if one ſhould come from the dead to Preach to us, if 
Lazarus were ſent on purpoſe to perſuade us, what 
could he offer more towards it 2 Could he give us 
Aſſurance of any thing better or more deſirable than 
of God's Readineſs to _—_— us upon our Repentance, 
and of compleat and perte& Happineſs both of Body 
and Soul to all Eternity if we do Repent 2 Or could he 
threaten any thing more like to deter us from Sin 
than intolerable and My Miſery 2 If not, = 
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what Purpoſe ſhould he be ſent to us? Or indeed to 
what Purpoſe ſhould there be any new Revelation: at 
all 2 For theſe things are already promiſed and threat- 
ned clearly enough in the Zo/y Scripture ; Life and 
Immortality are already fully brought to Light by the 
Goſpel; And if the Hope ot Eternal Lite and Happi- 
nels, and if the Dread of Everlaſting and Intolerable 
Torments will not perſuade us, nothing certainly wi!l 
or can perſuade us. 

All that, I think, could in any new Revelatinn Le 
added to that Encouragement that is already given us 
in Scripture to Virtue and Godlinels, or to that Dit: 
couragement that is therein givenas toVice and Wick- 
edneſs, would be an Aſſurance that there ſhould be 
always as remarkable a Difference made, by the Pro- 
vidence of God, between good and bad Men, in rh4s 
World, as weare told in Scripture there will be, by 
his righteous Fudgment, in that which is tocome. And 
a good Aſſurance given us of this by ſome new Reve- 
ktion, confirmed by our own conſtant Obſervation 
that it was always well with the Righteous and il! 
with the Wicked in this World, we-may think peg 
haps would do much more towards the Reformation 
of Mankind, than only thoſe Promiſes and Threat- 
nings of future Happineſs or Miſery that we meet 
wm in the Scripture have done, or are ever like to 

0. 
* Andthis indeed might-be. - But then 'tis to be con- 
ſidered that. a new Revelation to this Effet would be 
inconſiſtent with the Nature of Religion, and would 
fruſtrate the Deſign of God in ſending us into this 
World, which was to prove and: try us, to ſee whe- 
ther we love the Lord: with all our Heart ; whether 
we 
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we can believe him for thoſe things which we do not 
ſee; and whether we are fo wiſe as to prefer a greater 
future Good before a leſs that is preſent, a Bleſſed 
and Glorious Immortality after this Lite, before the 
Pleaſures of Sin which are but for a Seaſon. For if 
the Reward of Virtue and the Puniſhment of Vice 
were always viſible and preſent, there would be no 
Room letrt for Faitlh-in God, which is a firm Belief of 
the Truth of his Promiſes and Threatnings, tho' we 


do not fce a preſent Performance of them 3 Faith (as Heb. 11. x. 
the Apoſtle defines it) s the Subſtance, or (a) confi- (,) 
dent Expectation of things hoped for; the Evidence, or Hm. in Lc. 
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(4) Conviction of things not ſeen. And if all the 
good things both of this Life and of the next were 
the certain Portion of Virtue, and all the evil things 
that can be ſuffered both in this World and in the 
other were the certain and never-failing Conſequence 
of Sin, there would be no room left for a virtuous and 
wife Choice ; nay indeed there would be hardly Mat- 
ter for Choice at all ; for it can't be conceiv'd that a 
Creature that has Underſtanding and a Power of chu- 
yg and retuſing, ſhould knowingly chuſe all Miſery 
rather than all Happineſs. Such a Revelation as this 
being therefore ſo evidently inconſiſtent with the Na- 
ture of Faith and Religion, and with the Deſign of 
God in ſending us into this World, can't be expected. 
And I fay that, bating this, there can be nothing ad- 
ded th the Matter of the Scripture Revelation. From 
whente therefore it plainly follows, that ſuch as are 
not perſuaded by the Goſpel Motives to Repentance, 
are not capable of being perſuaded by- any ſuch Mo- 
tives as, conſiſtently with the Nature of Faith and 
Religion and Vertuc, could be offered to them ; And 
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it can't be fu that any true divine Revelation 
ſhould ever offer any Motives to perſuade us that are 
not ſuch. 

But it may be faid perhaps, that tho' better or 
ſtronger Motives to Repentance cannot be offered by 
any new Revelation, than are offered already in Holy 
Scripture, yet we might by a new Revelation, have 
better Aſſarance given us of the Truth of the Goſpel 
Motives; and that if we had, 'tis very like they would 
be then more prevailing than they now are. 

And this likewiſe 1 believe muſt be granted. But 
then *tis to be conſidered, that the Nature of Faith 
and Religion, and of that State of Trial which we are 
now in, *requires that there ſhould be a reaſonable 
Boundary ſer to the clearneſs of that Evidence that is 
givento Men of the Truth of thoſe Motives whereby 
they are to be perſuaded, as well as to the Force and 
Strepgth of the Motives themſelves ; Becauſe (as I 
noted in my laſt Diſcourſe) ſuch very ckar and 
ſtrong Evidence of the Truth of Religion as leaves no 
Room for a poſiibility of Doubting, would deſtroy 
our Freedom of Choice, and, with it, the Virtue ands 
Excellency of Believing ; for 'tis not Faith to believe 
what we ſee and feel ; and 'tis no Commendation to 
a Man to be good and Virtuous, if his Virtue be not 
the Fruit of a wiſe Judgment and a free Choice; which 
it would not be if his Judgment was over-born by ir- 
refragable Demonſtration. And if that farther Proof 
and Evidence that is deſired of the Fruth of Religion, 
be no other than ſuch as will leave us a Freedom of 
Choice and a Poffibility of Doubting, then I fay 'tis 
not likely it ſhould be more convincing to us than 
chat winch we have already in the Standing Revela- 

tion 
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tion of Holy Scripture. For it may be conſidered 
further in the ſecond Place. | 

2. That the Proof and Evidence already given usof 
the Truth of Religion is ſuch as cannpt fazrly be ex- 
cepted againſt ; and that there is no Proof thereof that 
could be given us, (unleſs it be fuchas is not reſiſtible, 
and conſequently ſuch as is not fit for God to give us, 
while we are here in a State of Trial) but what is /zable 
to fooliſh Cavils and unreaſonable Exceptions ; fo that 
conſequently the fame Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind, 
and the ſame wwzZingneſs to believe which now diſpo- 
ſes Men to Infidelity, and prompts them to make Ex- 
ceptions to the preſent Grounds of the Chriſtian Faith, 
would work the fame EffeQ in caſe other Proof and 
Evidence were given of the Truth of it. 

| fay, firſt; That the Proof and Evidence already gi- 
ven us of the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion is ſuch 
as cannot fairly be excepted againſt. 

To ſhew this has been the Deſign of ſeveral former Sem: 1H, Iv, 
Diſcourſes. And therefore to what has been faid I ' * 
ſhall only adde, that if the Exceptions that are made to 
Evidence already given us of the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion were fair and reaſonable, they 
would be allowed by Mankind to be fo in other Caſes 
of the like Nature; which yet they are not. Nay it 
they who make theſe Exceptions in the Caſe of Reli- 
gion did themſelves think that they were juſt and 
reaſonable, they ought to make the ſame in all other 
Caſes, thar.are equally liable to the ſame Exceptions; 
and in all other ſuch Caſes they ought to live and 
act as if they had the ſame Doubrs and Scruples upon 
them, which they ſay they have in the Caſe of Reli- 
gion; But we fee the quite contrary every Day "= 
Ive, Or 
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For that ſame fide! who will not allow of the 7e- 
ftimony which was given to our Saviour by his Apo- 
files, tho*. they gave the beſt Aſſurance that it was 
poſſible for Men to give both of their Knowledge of 
what they teſtified, and of their Honeſly in relating 
it, yet readily allows that in all other Caſes the 7eſt:- 
mony of two or three Credible Perions ſhould Le re- 
ceived, without any collateral-Evidence of the Truth 
of their Teſtimony ; and thinks it rcatonable that all 
- Diſputes and Controverſies among Men concerning 
their Civil Rights, their Eſtates, nay and their Lives 
roo, ſhould be thereby determined. And he that 
queſtions whether the Books of the New Teſtament 
were written by the reputed Authors, yet makes no 
Queſtion but that other Books, of as ancient or older 
Date, and of the Authority of which there is not halt 
ſo much Traditional Evidence, were written by thoſe 
Perſons to whom they are aſcribed; and he wou'd 
think thoſe very unreaſonable Men, who, when he 
was arguing any Point of Learning with them upon 
the Authority of Virgil, or Cicero, or Seneca, ſhould 

refuſe to admit his Argument till he had firſt undeMi- 
ably and demonſtratively proved that the Exeids 
were written by Virgil, or that the other Pieces that 
have been allowed in all Ages ever ſince to have been 
written by Cicero or Seneca, were not falſly Fathered 
upon thoſe Authors. The Ifde! who doubts of the 
Truth of the Goſpel-Hiftory, at the ſame time has no 
Doubt at all of the Truth of other Hiſtories, as an- 
cient, and much more poſſible to be falſe, and of the 
Truth of which there is not the hundredth part of that 
Evidence that there is of the Truth of this. And he 
that pretends to be uncertain whether there ever was 
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tIuch a Man as Jeſus of Nazareth, and whether he faid 
and did the things Recorded of him by the Fvarge- 
lifts, and whether by the Preaching of his Apoſtles 
he did ſpread his Spiritual Empire over all the Coun- 
tries of the World ; (An Empire which is (till kept 
up in moſt of the Countries pver which it was firſt 
extended, and of which there arc evident Marks and 
Memorials ſtill remaining even in thoſe Countrics 
that have ſince revolted from it;) He, 1 fay, that -' 
doubts of theſe things altho* witneſſed by the WWri- 
tings of thoſe who were Eye-Witneſſes thereof, yet 
makes no Doubt but that there was ſuch a Man as 
Alexander the Great, who lived above three Hundred 
years belore, and that he tranſlated the Empire of the 
World from Per/ia to Greece; and he alſo gives full 
Credit to the other things which he finds related of 
him, by Curtius, Plutarch and Arrian, altho' none of 
theſe Authors were Eye-Witneſſes of his Wars and 
Greatneſs, but either Copied what they wrote from 
former Hiſtories, or took it up from Report; and 
altho? there are perhaps no Remains of that Empire 

w left in the World. And if he was but as ſure of 
ha Eſtate, as that the Hiſtory of Alexander's Ex- 
ition and Conqueſts is in the main a true Hiſtory, 
he would not, I believe, give the Hundreth Part of 
its Value to aſcertain his Title to it. 

Thoſe therefore are manifeſtly unreaſonable Excep- 
tions tothe Proofs of Chriſtianity which no Man will 
allow, which even thoſe that make them in this Caſe 
do not think reaſonable to make, in other Caſes of the 
like Nature ; ſo that it 15 not at all likely that any Per- 
ſon that is not convinced by theſe Proofs, ſhould be 
convinced if more were given. 


For 
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For (as 1 farther noted) there is no Proof that could 
be given us of the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, 
(unleſs it be ſuch as is not reſiſtible, and conſequently 
not fit for God to give us, while we are here in a 
State of Trial) but what is /zable to fooliſh Cavils 
and wnreaſonable Exceptions. 

This I think is fo ſelt-Evident, that nothung plainer 
or more undeniable can be ſaid to prove it. For tho' 
the Demonſtration of the Truth of Religion were as 
plain as Demonſtrations in the Mathematicks, ycr 
even theſe may be cavil'd at by ſuch as will allow of 
no Poſtulata's, nor grant the Truth of the cleareſt 
Axioms. Nay there have been Scepricks in the plaineſt 
Matters of Senſe, and ſome have denied Motion at the 
fame time that their own Tongues were moving to 
deny it. 

Not that I think the Demonſtration of the Truth 
of Religion is as clear as any Propoſition in Euclid, or 
as the ſhining of the Sun at Noon, (tor that can't be, 
and | have already given Reaſons why, if it might, it 
ſhould not be ſo) bur it is as clear as ſuch a Matter is 
capable to be. And I dare be bold to ſay that there is 
no other Proof of Religion fit to be offered, or reaſ#? 
nably to be deſired, to which a Sceptick might not 
make as juſt and plauſible Exceptions as he can to the 
Standing Proofs of Chriſtianity. For one /ingle Mi- 
racle done in his own Preſence would be nothing near 
ſo convincing as the many Miracles wrought by Chriſt 
and his polite were, of foe or other of which there 
were more than ten thouſand Witneſles; And it he 
can ſuppoſe that ſo many were deceived in plain Mat- 
ters of Senſe, he may much rather ſuppoſe that he, 
a ſingle Man, may be impoſed upon. And an Appa- 
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rition of a deceaſed Friend would be a Matter wherein 
any one Man might be more probably Cheated, or 
be more eaſily perſuaded that he was Cheated, than 
the Apoſtles could be in the Reſurrettion of our Lord, 
when he was ſeen by them very frequently, and ſome- 
times by a great Company: of them met together, 
by the " of forty Days. And a ſingle Miracle 
that is over as ſoon as done, could not make ſuch a 
deep and laſting Impreſſion upon a Man's Mind, as 
that conſtant Power of working Miracles, and eſpeci- 
ally the Gift of Tongues, which laſted a whole Life, 
mult needs do upon the Apoſtles and thoſe that lived 
in their time, who were either Partakers of theſe 
Gifts themſelves, or conſtant Witneſſes thereof in 
others. 

In ſhort, whatever Miracles we can deſire may be 
wrought for our Conviction, either they muſt be 
ſeen by us with our own Eyes, or elſe they muſt be 
receiv'd by 7eſtimony from others. 

And tho' they thould be ſeen by us with our own 
Eyes, yet fo long as 'tis againſt our Inclination, or 
gnconſiſtent with that Love which we bear to the 
World or to our Sins, to believe that they are true 
Miracles, we ſhould eaſily be apt to fanſie that they 
were only melancholy Deluſions, or Tricks put upon us 
by Deſgning Men, which our firſt Fright or Amaze- 
ment hindred us from diſcovering the Fraud of ; and 
ſo they would probably have no effect at all upon us 
longer than till our Fright or Amazement was well 
worn off. 

But if we ſhould only have an Account of them by 
Teſtimony from others, they would be yet leſs likely 
to perſuade us; becauſe there can be go Teſtimony 
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concerning any ſuch Matters of Fa& more clear and 
unexceptionable than that which we have already of 
the Truth of our Saviour's and his Apoſtles Mira- 
cles; ſo that if we believe not this, we ſhould hard- 
lier believe any other Teſtimony, becaule we can 
ſcarcely have ſo good Aſſurance of any Man's Truth 
as we have of the Sincerity and Veracity of all thoſe 
who are the preſent Witneſſes to our Religion; and 
we-can hardly be furer that we hear any Man whom 
we know, ſpeaking to us, than we are that we hear 
the Apoſtles ſpeaking to us in the Books of the New 
Teſtament. 

And therefore I think it plainly follows (as I far- 
ther noted) that the ſame 7emper and Diſpe/ition of 
Mind, and the ſame Unwilingneſs to believe the 
Truths of the Goſpel, which now diſpoſe Men to In- 
fidelity, and prompt them to ſtudy and make Excep- 
tions to the Proots already given us of the Chriſtian 
Faith, would work the ſame Effe if other Proof and 
Evidence were given of it, and that Men would then 
quickly make as good Exceptions to that, as they do 
now to theſe. For from what has bcen ſaid, I thinky 
*tis plain that if Men do not fee the Truth when 'tis 
placed in ſo clear a Light as 'tis in already, the Rea- 
ſon muſt be becauſe they wilfully ſhut their Eyes, or 
elſe are fo blinded by a Love of this World, or of 
their ſinful Luſts, that ifthe Light were ten times: 
brighter than it is, they would ſee no more than they 
do now. And it would be to as little Purpoſe, in 
order to the ConviRtion of fach perverſe and obſti- 
nate Men, to add any more or ſtronger Proofs of the 
Fruth of Religion, as it would be to light up abun- 
dance of Torches to a Man that is quite blind. 

For 
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For this is indeed the true Cauſe why Men will not 
hear Moſes and the Prophets, why they will not be- 
lieve Chriſt and his Apoſtles, teſtifying the certainty 
of a future State and other Truths of Religion; 'ris 
not, I ſay, becauſe there is any juſt Exception to their 
Teſtimony, but becauſe they do not like the Matter 
of it, and ſo are reſolved not to believe. They love 
their Sins ſo well that they can upon no Account be 
perſuaded to part with them, and being ſo refolved, 
it 15 an caſie thing to cavil at any Motives or Argu- 
ments that are urged to perſuade them to itz Seeing 
they will not ſee, and hearing they will not hear nor 
underſtand; and to Men fo obſtinately reſolved a- 
gainſt Conviction, no Proof can be convincing 
enough. 

And this is the fad effect of Love to Sin; it Vici- 
ates the Judgments of Men, ſo that they can't diſtin- 
guiſh between things that differ moſt vaſtly ;- it dar- 
kens their Underſtanding, ſo that the plaineſt Propo- 
ſition or the cleareſt Conſequence in the World, if it 
be againſt the Intereſt of Sin, ſeems dark and obſcure 
te them; and it renders their Minds fo averſe to Reli- 

ion, that: they can't with any Patience ſo much as 
Foe the Arguments that are offered to proveit ; And 
be a Reaſon never ſo good, 'tis not to be hoped it 
ſhould be convincing to a Man who will not hear it, 
or who will not allow himſelf calmly to conſider 
it. 

From all that hath been faid therefore upon this: 
Head, it plainly appears, That the proper Cure of 
Infidelity 1s not the Addition of more Proof of the 
Truth of Religion, but a right Prepaartion and Dulpo- 
ſition of Mind to conſider well the Proof thereof char 
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is offered ; which is fufficient to convince and per- 
ſuade all thoſe that have a Love of Truth, and a Will 
diſpoſed to Virtue. The Cauſes of Infidelity muſt be 
firſt 1 removed, and then the Cure of it will be eaſe, 
by thoſe Means which God has provided and direRed 
us to uſe, and there will be no need of his Working 
Miracles for Men's Convition; But *till the Caules 
of it are removed, 'tis hardly to be Cured even by a 
Miracle. 

But it will be aid perhaps that tho' freſh Revela- 
tions and new Miracles might not be ſufficient to 
convince all, they might however convince ſome ; 
becauſe there are ſeveral Degrees in the Perverſeneſs 
and Obſtinacy of Men; Some indeed there may te 
whom no ſuch Proof of Religion as 1s fit to be gi- 
ven us in this State of Trial would perſuade, whole 
Caſe therefore muſt be given over as deſperate; but 
then there are others, who (as Xing Agrippa was) 
are almoſt perſuaded to be Chriſtians; and when the 
Scales are already near even, a fmall weight put into 
the lighteft will make it overbalance the other; 
that it may reaſonably be hoped that ſome ſmall A 
dition to the Proof of Religion (no more than might 
be made to it without ering either our Freedom 
of Choice or the Excellency of Faith and Virtue) 
would prevail with theſe Half Chriſtians. 

And perhaps it might; But God is wiſer than we 
are, and knows better than we what is fit for him 
to do towards the Converſion of Men. We ought 
therefore to conclude that he does all that is fit to be 
done, tho' we do not ſee but that he might do more. 

But this, it may be, - will not be taken for an An- 
ſwer, but will rather be thought a way of avoiding a 

Difficulty 
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Difficulty too hard to be accounted for. And there- 
fore I fay further, (and it was the third thing which [ 
propoſed to be confidered,) 

3. That if God ſhould gratifte all Men in this Re- 
queſt, working new Miracles every Day for the Con- 


vidtion of particular Perſons ; (and, as | have formerly Sermon VII. 


noted, there 15 no Reafon in the World, why any 
one Man ſhould be gratifted in this Requeſt rather 
than others, when they have all equal Reaſon and 
equal Right to deſire it; ſhould God, I fay, gratifie 
all Men in this Requeſt) the Abundance of the Mira- 
cles that muſt then be wrought, would be ſo far from 
adding to the Proof of Chriſtianity, that it would 
rather /eſſen or weaken that Proof of it which we have 
already ; becauſe Miracles (the propereſt Proof of a 
Publick Divine Revelation) would not be then ſo 
convincing as they are now. 

For that which moſt of all affets Men in a Mira- 
cle is the Unuſualneſs of it; becauſe it is ſuch a thing. 
as was never or but rarely before ever ſeen or heard 
of ; As the Blind May that had been Cured by our 
Saviowr well obſerves, Joh. ix. 32. Since the Begin- 
ning of the World bath it not been heard, that any Man 
hath opened the Eyes of one that was born Blind. Had 
it been a common thing it would have been no Mira- 
cle; I mean it would not have appeared fo, it would 
not have been thought ſo by Men. For that which 
makes Men wonder even at a true Miracle is not fo 
much becauſe ir is tuch an Operation as they cannot 
give a fair account of by Natural Caules ; for this 
they can't do, ('m confident I may fay they have not 
yet done it) of many of the Works and ProduQtions 


of Nature; But they therefore conclude ſuch a thing 
not 
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not to be a Natural Operation, becauſe it is not uſual, 
becauſe it is ſuch a thing as was never before known 
to be done: And if the ſame thing which naw, for 
this Reaſon, we ſhould account a Miracle was done 
every Day, the Yirtzofs would preſently ſet them- 
ſelves to invent, and would quickly fancy they had 
tound out ſome Natural Solution of it ; And l believe 
there are not many Miracles that have been done 
which they might not after long Study be able to 
give as clear and probable an Account of by Natural 
Cauſes, as they have done of Gravity, of Fire, of the 
Loadſtone, of Vifion, of the Produttion of Vegetables, 
of the Generation of Animals, and of many other 
things which yet are doubtleſs the Works and EtieQs 
of Natural Cauſes. 

So that I ſay the moſt probable Conſequence of ha- 
ving Miracles ſo very common as they mult be if 
they were wrought for the Conviction of particular 
Men, would be this, that they wou'd ceaſe*to ſerve 
for that Purpoſe for which Miracles were deſigned ; 
becauſe being common they would be diſregarded, 
or would quickly be looked upon to be the Ette&t. of 
Natural Cauſes only; There would not be wanting 
thoſe that would ofter to give an Account how they 
were done; and all thoſe would be deſpiſed by the 
Scorners of Religion, as too much addicted to Super- 
ſtition ; who rather than attribute the greateſt Mira- 
cle to a Supernatural Power, would not acquieſce in 
that Solution (how filly ſoever) that was given of 
it by meer Matter and Motor. 

And in particular, I queſtion not but that if it was 
2 common thing-for dead Men, after they had lain in 
their Graves tor ſome tune, to come forth again and 


ſhew 
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ſhew themſelves alive to their Friends, this wonder- 
tul Effet would be attributed by a great many to 
fome Vital Principle in the Body, which only Slepr 
for a while (as it does in Corn or other Seeds while 
they are kept dry and above Ground) but afterwards, 
when the Body was buricd a while, was excited by 
ſome Natural Virtue that was in the Earth to exert 
it icif, and fo by its Plaſtick Power formed the Body 
into the ſame ſhape it was in betore. 

This 1 fay would in all. probability be the Efea 
that the greateſt Miracles would have in the World, 
it they were very common ; They'd only ſerve to 
{et the Philoſophers Wits to work to invent new Forms 
of Matter, and new Laws of Motion by which to falve 
them ; and any Solution of them, tho' never to im- 
probable, tho' only by Occult Qualities, would ferve 
turn, and be thought better than to recur to an Al- 
mighty Power. The Conſequence of which would 
be, that this which we deſire as an additional Proof 
ot Chriſtianity, would in effe&t deſtroy one of the 
beſt Proofs ot it that we have already. But, 

4- Laſtly, If it be ſuppoſed that Miracles would 
ſtill be thought Miracles notwithſtanding their Com- 
monneſs, yet Abraham might well deliver it as a Ge- 
neral Truth, to which there are none or very few 
Exceptions; that he who is not wrought upon by a 
Standing Revelation of God's Will, would not be per- 
ſuaded by an extraordinary Meſlage or a new Miracle; 
becauſe it is Matter of Fat and Experience that this 
laſt Method has been generally unſucceſs/ul upon 
thoſe who have not hearkned to nor been convinced 
by a Standing Revelation. 
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For this was the very Caſe of the Fews in our Sa- 

viour's time ; the Parable was literally tulfilled in them. 

For as they would not believe Moſes and the Prophets 

teſtifying of our Saviour, 1o neither did they any 

more believe our Saviour himſelf when he came down 

to them from Heaven inthe Power of God ; And as 

they did not believe him while he /zved amongſt them, 

and went about Preaching and doing Miracles, to 

neither did they believe him a jot more after he came 

again to them from the dead. Never were there 

ſuch Signs and Miracles wrought for Mens Convi- 

Qion, -and yet never was there fuch a number of ob- 

ſtinate Infidels as then. Very few even of thoſe who 

were Eye-witneſles of our Saviour's Miracles were the 

better for them, but many were a great deal worſe, 

wilfully blaſpheming that Spirit by which he wrought 

them, and attributing thoſe Operations to: the Help 

of the Devil which they were convinced in their own 

Judgments were done by the Power of God. The 

ſoh. 5. 35- 11. opening the Eyes of the Blind, did but make thoſe that 
ſo 47-12-10  faw the Miracle more 4/ind than they were before ; 
And when once a dead Lazarus did come forth out of 
—_ his Grave and appear to them, (which was the very 
; thing that the Rich Man here delires in the behalf of 
his Brethren, as being in his Judgment the moſt pow- 

erful, and fo like to be the moſt eftectual method to 

reclaim them ; when I ſay this was done by our Sa- 

wiour in the preſence of a great number, ſo that the 

Truth of the Miracle could not be doubted, and was 

not denied by any of them) all the Effet that it had 

upon thoſe obltinate and incredulous Men, was only 

that it made them enter preſently (ſooner perhaps 

than otherwiſe they would have done) into a cloſe 

Conſultation 
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Conſultation to put to death both Fe/w and Lazarw 
ro00. 

Some Examples indeed, it muſt be granted, there 
are on the other ſide; For we are told in 4s xi. 4r. 
of a great number about three thouſand that believed 
upon the firſt Preaching of St. Peter, and ſight of 
that great Miracle, the Gift of Tongues, wherewith 
the Apoſtles were endued. : 

But then it may be conſidered, that it was not the 
Miracle that convinced them, 1 mean not that alone ; 


for many that were then preſent, and heard the .4po- verſe 13, 


ſtles (peaking with Tongues, were (o far from being per- 
tuaded thereby, that they molt falſly blaſphemed that, 
as they had done all our Saviour's Miracles before, at- 
tributing the fruit of that moſt evident Power of the 
Holy Ghoſt to xew Wine. And it may be further no- 
ted that thoſe who were perſuaded by it, were ſuch 
as before they faw the Miracle were in a good Diſpo- 
ſition to embrace that pure Religion that 1s taught in 
the Goſpel, or elſe that Miracle would not have per- 
fuaded them; for the Perſons convinced thereby were 
not of the Phariſees or unbelieving Fews that had re- 


zeed our Saviour before, but they were Devout Per- Verſe 5. 


ſons, Fews or Proſelytes, who had come at that Feaſt 
of Pentecoſt, from other Parts of the World to Jeruſa- 
lem to Worſhip, and who had probably never heard 
of our Saviour before more than by uncertain Report ; 
but being well read in Moſes and the Prophets, and gi- 
ving good heed to them, were Converted, more by 
the manifeſt Accompliſhment of all the ancient Pro- 
phecies concerning the Meſias, in the Perſon of -our 
Saviour, than by the ſight of that great Miracle. 
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This therefore being Matter of Fa and Experience, 
what has been done and come to paſs already, that 
new Miracles have been generally unſuccefsful upon 
ſuch as have not regarded a Standing Revelation of 
God's Will, we may reaſonably infer that 'tis highly 
probable if not certain, that the ſame Experiment 
tried over again would have no better ſucceis. 

The Summ of all therefore is this ; ſuch as are (as 
St. Luke ſays they were who were Converted by the 
ENS 45. Preaching and Miracles of the Apoſtles) * Prediſpoſed 
us Colo &- 97 fitted for Eternal Life ; that is, ſuch as are modeſt 
&1109. and teachable, who hear without prejudice, and judge 

without Partiality, and have no Intereſt of Sin or the 
World that ſtands in competition with their Delire to 
obtain everlaſting Happineſs; ſuch as enquire out the 
Truth with the fame Indiflerence that a Traveller 
does his Way, who has no Inclination to one Way 
more than to another, but only deſires to be directed 
right, and is reſolved to-take that way which he is 
perſuaded is the right, tho' it ſhould not prove fo very 
clean and ſmooth and pleaſant as he hoped it would ; 
(ſuch, I ſay, as are of this honeſt and docible mind) 
' will be perſuaded by a good Reaſon, eſpecially if it 
be as good as the Matter is capable of, tho' it falls 
ſhort of Demonſtration; and if there be Reaſon or 
appearance of Reaſon on both ſides, rhey will jadge 
on that ſide on which the Reaſons ſeem moſt weighty ; 
and for the ConviQtion of ſuch as theſe, the Standing 
Revelation of the Goſpel, being ſo well proved-as it is, 
5 abundantly ſufficient; fo that ſuch ſhall not need 
new Miracles or new Revelations. And: on the other 
ſide, fuch as only do need them, that is ſuch as being 
of perverſe Minds, and ſtubborn Wills, and + to 
iN, 
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Sin, will not hearken to Moſes and the Prophets, nor 
to Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſpeaking in the Scripture, 
would very probably receive no Benefit from new 
Miracles or new Revelations. For nothing will ſerve 
to convince thoſe who will not be convinced at all ; 
no Arguments can be ſufficient to perſuade a Man to that 
which he is ſlrongly prejudiced and fully reſolved a- 
gainſt ; And this being the Cale of all thoſe who do not 
hear Mcſes and the Prophets, and Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
preaching to them in the Zoly Scripture, or are not 
perſuided by them, we may well conclude with 4bra- 
ham in the Text, that any other means that might be 
uſed to reclaim them would moſt probably prove as in- 
cttctual as this has been, and that they would not be 
perſuaded tho' one roſe from the dead. 

And now having ſhewn that the preſent Sz2xd7n 
Revelation of God's Will in the Zoly Scripture is ſuf 
cient to convince and perſuade Mn. having alſo 
ſhewn that more Proof and Evidence than we have of 
the Truth of our Religion cannot reaſozably be defired. 
And having likewiſe ſhewn that any other Proof or 
Evidence thereof would probably be inefetual upon 
thoſe who will- not. hear Moſes and the Prophets and 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles preaching to them in the Zoly 
Scripture; | have finiſhed all that I propoſed to do in 
diſcourſing on theſe Words. 

I ſhall conclude all with an uſeful Exhortation ; 
frſt to Infidels, who will not by all that has been faid 
be perſuaded to admit this divine Revelation; and /c- 
condly to Chriſtians who do receive it. 


1, To-you who are yet Ivfidels, (if ther: are any 
ſuch here, as I hope there are not ; or uf theſe ora 
courſec 
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courſes ſhall happen to fall into the Hands of any 
ſuch) I beg leave to addreſs my ſelf in a few words. 

And I would deſire you, in the firſt Place, to pre- 
pare and diſpoſe your Mindy to hear gravely and with- 
out prejudice the Reaſons that are offered to prove the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, by confidering ſeriouſly the 
great Importance of Religion, if it be true. And if 
you do but conſider this, you will quickly tee that it is 
well worth your while to be at fome pains to fatisfie 
your ſelves fully whether Religion be true or not. For 
if Religion be true (and you can't be fure it is not, 
till you have well examined the Grounds and Proofs 
of it) you have a great Concern at ſtake; and in a 
Matter of fuch Moment it becomes not a Wiſe Man to 
be determined by a Jeft or a Quibble. And if you ſc- 
riouſly conſider the great Importance of Religion, you 
will likewiſe readily fee, that of the two you had 
much better be miſtaken in ew the Truth of Re- 
ligion, tho' it be falſe, than in dzsbe/teving it, if in- 
deed it be true; fo that £05007 hams if it can ever be 
reaſonable for a Wiſe Man to be under a Prejudice, it 
would be moſt reaſonable that you ſhould be prejud:- 
ced on the ſide of Religion. You will alſo then ſee, 
that if in any Caſe it be Wiſdom to be over-credalous, 
that is, to believe beyond the ſtrength of the Evi- 
dence, it is foin the Caſe of Religion ; becauſe the 
greateſt Damage youu can ſuffer by Over-credulity, in 
caſe Religion be all a Cheat, is infinitely leſs than will 
be the Conſequence of unreaſonable Infidelity, if indeed 
Religion be true. : 

Next, I would deſire you to examine your ſelves 
ſeriouſly, whether in your Enquiries into the Grounds 


and Reafons of Religion, you have not hitherto had 
ſome 
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ſome Byaſs upon your Minds ; whether at the ſame 
time that you have ſet your ſelves to conſider of the 
Proofs of the Chriſtian Religion, you have nor ſe- 
cretly wiſhed that you might not find them fatisfa- 
&tory to your Reaſon. And if fo, I deſire you to ex- 
amine further, what was the Cauſe of this; whether 
it was not ſome worldly Pleaſure or Profit which you 
torelaw you ſhould be debarr'd from in caſe you ſhould 
happen to be convinced of the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion, And if it was, I hope that ſome ſerious 
Conlideration of the great Importance of Religion, 
which I before adviſed in order to the removing unrea- 
{onable Prejudices, will alſo ſuffice to fatisfie you how 
unworthy of any Love or Regard any Worldly Plea- 
{ure or Profit,is 1n Compariſon with that Eternal Hap- 
pineſs which is promiſed in the Goſpel ; ſo that conſe- 
quently when you are enquiring into the Grounds and 
Reaſons of our Hope of that Eternal Life, all other 
Thovghts ought to be laid aſide, and you ought to 
haveno Eye at all to any thing elſe; becauſe to a Man 
who muſt be unſpeakably happy or miſerable to all 
Eternity (which is the Caſe of all of us, if indeed Re- 
ligion be true) 'tis not a matter worth thinking of, 
whether his Worldly State and Condition will be ren- 
dred better or worſe by his endeavouring to ſecure to 
limſfelf a bleſſed Portion in the other World. 

Andit by theſe Conſiderations your Minds ſhall be 
freed from Prejudices and from all Byaſs of Worldly In- 
tereſt, 1 would, after this, deſire you to take a freſh 
into your Confideration what has been offered in the 
toregoing Diſcourſes for the Proof of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and the much more that has been better ſaid by 
others upon the ſame Argument ;- for there can _ 
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Hurt in conlidering theſe things over and over again, 
altho' after all, you ſhould remain as unſatisfied as you 
are now. But 1 can't Lut hope, I can't but think that if 
you do conſider withour Prejudice or Partiality the 
Reaſons that have been offered to prove the Truth of 
Chriſtianity, you muſt needs be convinced thereby. 

However, it the Reaſons that are or .may be offer'd 
for the Proof of it ſhould not be ſufficient perfeRly to 
cure your Infidelity and to make you become Zealous 
Chriſtians ; they may be, and they certainly are, ſut- 
ficient tofatisfie you that the Chriſtians have ſome Rea- 
ſorfor their Belict; even the fame at lealt (it not bet- 
ter) that you your ſelves are ſwayed by in all other 
Caſes; and conſequently that they are not ſuch very 
ealie and credulous Fools as you perhaps have hitherto 
taken them to be. I'm confident you muſt grant that 
if the Reaſons of our Religion are not demonltrative, 
they are at. leaſt probable; and that if our Religion be 
not true, 1t has at leaſt a fair /hew and Appearance of 
Truth. 

And if you will but only allow this, "tis then a Rea- 
ſonable Requeſt, and what I would next deſire of you ; 
not to.make_ a Boaſt of your Unbelzef; not to ridicule 
our holy Religion; not to make it your Buſineſs to 
proſelyte Men to Atheiſm and Infidelity. 2 

1. Not to make a Boaſt of your Unbelief; For if in- 
deed you have no Religion, yet what /ntereſt can you 
have 1n telling the World ſo? Nay is there any thing 
that you could do, more to your own Prejudice? For 
tho? you are not under the DireQtion and Influence of 
any Religious Principles, yet ſo long as you appear to 
have ſome Religion you will be employed and truſted 
as other Men are; Men will believe you to be Honeſt 
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*ill they ſhall find to the contrary ; and in the mean 
time you will have an Opportunity of raiſing your 
ſelves to Wealth and Honour. But when once the 
World ſhall come to know that you are Men of no 
Principles, that you are under no Reſtraints of Conſci- 
enc:, that you will do whatever you can fafely do for 
your own Advantage ; that 1s, whatever you can do 
without danger of a Priſon, a Pillory or a Gibbet ; 
(and they will have Reaſon to think all this of you, 
when you your ſelves ſhall tell them that you are of no 
Religion; ) Who, do you think, will employ you? 
Who, do youthink, will truſt you? So that the only 
way you will then have to make your Fortunes, wyll 
be by open Force and Violence ; and in that you will 
meet witly ſuch oppoſition from all the World, as will 
quickly work your Ruine. 

But you think, it may be, that 'tis a mean and un- 
generous thing to diſown your Principles, or rather 
your #o Principles ; that it is beneath a Man to ſeem to 
be what he is not; and to put on a face of Religion 
when he has none, how profitable ſoever his Hypo- 
crifie might be to him. 

Very well; Then you may (if you are willing to 
. ſuffer the Inconvenience of it) freely own your ſelves 
to be of no Religion ; but at the lame time you ſhould 
.do well to conſider that the greateſt part of the World 
is againſt you ; that not only the Ignorant and 1llite- 
rate, but the Wiſeſt, the Graveſt, the moſt Learned 
and the moſt Noble Perſons have generally been Men 
of Religion; or at leaſt, (which is all we can judgeby) 
have outwardly profeſſed themſelves perſuaded of the 
Truth of it, and have expreſſed the greateſt Zeal and 
Concern for it. And therefore—— EP 
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2. Tho' you do believe nothing of it your ſelves, 
and ſcorn to conceal your Unbeliet, you may however 
be civil to our Religion; for 'tis but good Manners to 
treat with ſome Reſpe& that which thoſe with whom 
you Converſe account Saexed. Belides, whether Reli- 
gion be true or falſe, the Subject of it is grave, -and 
therefore ought to be handled with a decent Reve- 
rence. Do not then thew ſuch ill Breeding as to make 
rhat the SubjeQtrof your Sport and Raillery, which all 


(beſides your ſelves account the molt ſerious thing in 
the W 


© Benot guilty of ſo much Indecency as to 
diſc of any 'Matter in a manner ſo unſuitable to 
the Nature of it. But if you will needs be attacking 
ourReligion, compoſe your ſelves firſt to Gravity and 
Seriouſneſs; and let it be ſeen by your way of Treat- 
ing us, that your Deſign is manly and generous, only 
to undeceive and diſabuſe us, not to make Sport with 
us. Produce your Cauſe (as the Prophet ſpeaks) and 
bring forth your ſtrong Reaſons ; by them it may be, it 
you propound them ſeriouſly, you may convince us 
that weare in a miſtake ; but weare now in too grave 
an Humour to be wrought upon by a Feſt; and how 
ſtrong ſoever your ObjeRions againſt Religion are, by 
a light and trifling way of expreſſing them, you will 
make them loſe all their Force. But indeed 

. To what purpoſe is it for you to make it"your 
Buſineſs, any ways, or by any Arguments, to endea- 
vour to proſelyte Men to Atheiſm and Tufidelity. 

For whether our Religion be true or falſe, it is beter 
for you, as well as for all the World beſides, that it 
ſhould be generally believed ; and that Men ſhould 
think themſelves obliged tolive according to the Rules 
and Precepts of it. You can't, ſurely, be fo unac- 
quainted 
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in it, or readany thing of Hiſtory, but that you muſt 
needs know that before the Principles of 4:heiſm and 
Deiſm prevaild ſo much as they have done of late 
Years, there was a great deal more Truth and Juſtice 
and Honeſly and fair Dealing in the World than there 
is now.. So that 4f you ſhould ſucceed in your En- 
deavour, if you ſhould be able either to reaſon or to 
laugh Religion quite out of the World, the moſt pro- 
bable, nay the moſt certain Conſequence of it would be, 


that when the Godly Man ceaſed, the faithful would vx. r2. «, 2. 


alſo fail from among the Children of Men; that thanthey 
would ſpeak Lanity' every one with his Neighbour, with 
flattering Lips and with a double Heart would they 


ſpeak; That then Strength would be the Law of Juſtice, Wild. 2. rn. 


and that which 1s feeble would be found nothing worth. 

If therefore you have (as you think perhaps you 
have) found out the Cheat of Religion ; *tis your beſt 
Prudence, however, to keep your Diſcovery to your 
ſelves. Delight your ſelvesas much as you will with 
the Contemplation of your own Happinefsabove other 
Men, in that you are now freed from the Terrors of 
Conſcience and the Fears of another World,by means of 
that notable Diſcovery which you have made of the 
Vanity of Religion ; pleaſe your ſelves as much as you 
will with thinking that you are not now as others are, 
tied to ſpeak truth when 'tis ro your diſadvantage, to 
ſuffer any thing in this World for Conſcience fake, or 
to be juſt and honeſt in your Dealings, when you can 
ger confiderably by Fraud and Oppreſſion, and can or- 

er the Matter fo ſecretly as tobe ſafe from Diſcovery, 
and conſequently from: all Shame and Puniſhment 
from Men : But be the Advantage which you have 
H 2 gained 


quainted with the World, if you have lived any time 


<5, 


ITN _ "t L M p - Fo " 
SIE Ho 4 al 6 6 a _ 
M4 "+ —_ * 
- _ vv. 
6 


5 nd 


— 


An Erhortation fe INFIDELS. 


gained to your ſelves by diſcovering the Cheat of Re- 
ligion never ſo great,»yet che greater it is, and the 
greater you think it, ſo much the more cautious you 
ought to be not to make known to others what you 
haveſo happily diſcovered;-.for when once others ſhall 
come to know as much as you think you do, viz. That 
all Religion 1s a Cheat, all your Advantage above them 
will ceaſe; they will then be all upon the ſame Terms 
with you; they will then be all az much at Liberty to 
defraud, oppreſs or otherwiſe injure you, as you are 
now to defraud oppreſs or injure them. You ought 
not:gherefore in Prudence, to try to convince them of 
their Miſtake, tho' you were ſure it was a Miſtake; 
for why ſhould you make it your Buſineſs to cut in 
ſunder thoſe Cords of Religion, by which they are 
now tied up from doing you miſchief ? 

In a word; either Religion is ?7ue and wed grounded, 
or it is not; and which ſoever it be, it is better both 
for them that do believe the Truth of it, and for you 
alſo, thatthey ſhould continue in the Belief of it ; why 


then ſhould rg be at Pains only to do miſchief 2 
©, 


For put firſt, that Religion is vain and growd- 
leſs, it muſt be confeſſed however that it is of ſome 
preſent Advantage to them that do believe it ; becauſe 
it ſerves to bear them up under the unavoidable Pains 
and Troubles and Miſery of this Mortal Life with the 


- comfortable Hope of a bleſſed Ry ; and it wall 
O 


be no Diſadvantage to them: hereafter ; tor when they 


-are dead, if indeed there be no Life after this, . they 


will be as if they had never been, they will not be 
then in a Capacity of grieving for their Diſappoint- 
ment. Andirt is alla for your preſent Advantage, that 
they that are miſtaken 1n believing the Truth of Reli- 
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gion, ſhould continue in their Miſtake ; becauſe it 
makes them better to you in every Relation than they 
would otherwiſe be, more Juſt and Merciful Gover- 
nours, more Loyal and Obedient SubjeQAs, more Lo- 
ving Parents, more Dutiful Children, more Gentle 
Maſters, more Faithful Servants, and more Juſt, Ho- 
neſt and Loving Neighbours; why then ſhould you 
be at any Pains to Cure that Miſtake (if it be a Mi- 
ſtake) which does them no harm, but rather good; 
and which is likewiſe ſo profitable for you ? Eſpecially 
when you can't be ſo vain as to expect to merit Hea- 
ven (if indeed there be no Heaven) by your Zeg# for 
the Truth of Atheiſm. & 

But if indeed Religion be true; (and you can't be 
ſure it is not, how deficient foever you may think our 
Proofs of it are) as I ſhall not need to fay that it will 
be better for them that belzeve it, that they ſhould per» 
ſiſt in their Belief of it; fo I ſhall not need to ſay much 
to ſhew that it will, in the Event, be better for you, 
that you ſhould not endeavour to pervert them; for, 
certainly, if there be a Hell, they will be condemned 
to the hotteſt place in it, who not only withdrew 
themfelves from their Subjection to Almighty God, 
and would not ſuffer him to reign over them; bur 
made it alſo their Buſineſs to corrupt others, to form a 
Party againſt Heaven, and to raiſe an Univerfal Re- 
bellion againſt God. | 

Theſe things, and more to the like Purpoſe I would 
fay to the Atheiſts, if I thought they were here to hear 
me. And I ſhould not be without Hope, that altho' 
what was ſaid before in the foregoing Diſcourſes was 
not ſufficient to cure their Inffcelity. what has been 
now ſaid might ſerve to convince them that it. is _ 
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wiſeſt Courſe to keep. their [fidelity to themſelves; 
that how little ſoever they b-lieve of the Truth of Re- 
ligion, it is not Prudence to tell the World that they 
are Men of no Principles, and conſequently not fit to 
be employed or truſted; that 'tis not good Manyers to 
make a Jeſt of Serious and Sacred things, and to affront 
the common Reaſon and Judgment of Mankind; and 
that tis not for their Zw#gre/t. to endeavour to bring 
other Menover totheir ſide, becaule if none had more 
Religion than themſelves, they .could not be near fo 
fafea in theirRights andPoſſeſſions,and in their 
Lives (the only things they value) as they now are. 

But I do not think there are any here preſent con- 
cernd in this Part of my Diſcourſe, and therefore 
ſhall lengthen it no further. 7 am perſuaded better 
things of jou, and things that accompany Salvation; For 
your Preſence here, 1n the Houſe of God, and in the 
Aſembly of Chriſtians, makes it reaſonable to believe, 
that you are already convinced, not only of the Being 
and Providence of God, but likewiſe of the 7ruth of 
the Chriſtian Religion and of the Divine Inſpiration and 
Aiithority of the Holy Scriptures. 


2. To you therefore who are Chri/tzans 1 ſhall now 
turn my Diſcourſe. And 7 beſeech you, Brethren, ſuffer 
the word of Exhortation; it is only this. | 

Since-you have Moſes and the Prophets, and Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, and behieve that: they are Meſſengers 
ſett to-you fron God to inſtruRt-you in his Will ; re- 
ceive the Triith and the Law at their Mouths ; mind 
what they fay, and be careful to follow their Dire- 
Qions in all things... + 


For 
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For even we who have the Scriptures, the /rvely 
Oracles of God, . may perith for want of Knowledge as 
well as they that have them not, unleſs we make that 
Ule of them which they were given for ; unleſs weare 
diligent in reading them, and careful to practiſe what 
they teach. For the Rich Man ſpoken of inthis Pa- 
rable had the Scriptures, but his meer having them 
did not keep him from Hef. And his five ſurviving 
Brethren had likewiſe the Scriptures, and yet were then 
in a fair way of following their Brother to that Place 
of Torment. They had Moſes and the Prophets but they 
did not hear them. J 
And this alſo may be our Caſe, who have not only 
theſe, but allo Chriſt and his Apoſtles Preaching to us; 
if we do not hear them ; for what Advantage can it be 
to us to have good InſtruQtors, if we will not mind 
what they ſay; if we ſtop our ears to all their Coun- 
ſels and Reproofs > No Man was ever made a Scholar 
only by having a good Library in his Poſſeſſion : No 
Man ever learnt any Art or Science, tho' it was never 
ſo well taught in any Book, only by keeping the Book 
in his Chamber, or carrying it about in his Pocker. 
And as little ſhall we be the wiſer only by having the 
Holy 69k in tho' (as the Apoſtle ſays) they are 
able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, if we do not read 2 Tim. 3. 15. 
and ſtudy them with an honeſt Deſign to furniſh | 
our ſelves from thence with a ſtock of uſeful Knowlege, 
and with a firm Reſolution to lead our Lives accord- 
ing to the Diretions which they give us. 
Nay fo far ſhall we be from receivingany Advantage 
only by our having the Holy Scriptures given us, and 
tree Liberty allowed us tolook intothem,(a Privilege we 
of this Nation have above moſt of our os 
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